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Abstract

The purposes of this research, Integrated education for children with special needs
in school in the secondary educational service area in Bangkok are 1) to study current
conditions and the needs of integrated education for children with special needs in the
mainstream schools in the Secondary Education Service Area in Bangkok 2) to recommend
practical guidelines for inclusive educational management for students with disabilities in
the mainstream schools in the Secondary Education Service Areas in Bangkok. This is a
quantitative research with two data collection techniques: narrative data study and field

study which are observation and interview. The sample of this study comprised a group of
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eighteen people (six school administrators, six regular class teachers, and six of students
with disabilities’ parents) who are from one of the small-sized schools, two of the
medium-sized schools, three of the large and extra large-sized schools in the Secondary
Education Service 1 and 2 in Bangkok.

Discussions and findings

According to the current conditions and the needs of integrated education for
children with special needs in the mainstream schools in the Secondary Education Service
Area in Bangkok, the results of this study can possibly be explained in the following parts:

1. Students: The schools provide special students many opportunities as possible to

be integrated in the regular classroom with their peers, regardless of what special needs they
may have while still receiving support for their particular need. Also, they are trying to
provide another related support service which is paying special attention to the child with
suspected learning difficulties which place them behind their peers.
2. Environment: The schools are more equipped with accessible building elements and other
facilities designed for use by children with a particular disability. However, they are in need
of building supportive environments for students with complex needs. 3. Learning
activities: the schools provide learning programs for students with special education who
need participation in the regular learning activities and assessment tasks with additional
support if required, such as the adjustment of assessment tasks. The schools are still in the
need of support from additional outside agencies relevant to special education. 4. Tools:
The schools provide teaching materials and resources for special education. Nevertheless,
they are still inadequate and in need of use of technology at all levels. 5. Teachers: The
schools provide trainings, and support to teachers in order for students to remain and make
progress in the general education setting. They are still in need of continuously close
attention from special education teachers.

Based up on the findings of this study, the recommendations for special education
department in the mainstream schools in the Secondary Education Service Area in Bangkok
were formulated as follows:

1. Students: The schools should have clear policies for special education in order to
provide a full service support and utilize an interagency process of collaborative
consultation with community agencies and parents to problem solve ways of educating

difficult to service children in the least restrictive environment.
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2. Environment: In addition to regular classrooms, there should be a special
education room for students with disabilities. This service includes offering a teacher
assistant one to one lessons and help with study skills outside the normal curriculum and
working closely with the children and their parents to help them to overcome the barriers
that their difficulties present. 3. Learning activities: The schools should focus more on
individualizing each child’s educational program with authentic assessment in the least
restrictive environment to best meet their needs, and allowing them to reach their greatest
learning potential. Students with disabilities should be provided as many opportunities as
possible to be integrated in the regular classroom with their peers, regardless of what
special needs they may have while still receiving support for their particular need. 4. Tools:
Apart from teaching materials and resources, the schools should pay more attention on
providing enough technological devices. 5. Teachers: The schools should provide more
professional development for regular class teachers on special education and a full range of
services from full-time special education to itinerant special education. This is with an
emphasis to help regular education teachers build capacity to include students in the least
restrictive setting.

Keywords: INTEGRATED EDUCATION, CHILDREN WITH SPACIAL NEEDS
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