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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to 1) study the Buddhism dissemination of Chonprathan
Rangsarit temple’s network, 2) investigate the main problems of the dissemination of Buddhism faced by the
Buddhist temples under the network of Chonprathan Rangsarit temple, and 3) recommend guidelines for
problem solving and promulgation of Buddhism among the Buddhist temples under Chonprathan Rangsarit
temple’s network. This qualitative research was carried out by investigating 5 Buddhist temples under the
network. Purposive sampling technique was employed to select the temples to represent all of the regions in
Thailand. The methodology involved desk study of relevant documents, observation, and interviews. The key
informants included 5 abbots, 10 monks and 20 laymen, totaling 35 persons. The research tools included
interview questions, observation checklist, and information synthesis form. The results were as follows:

1. In general, the dissemination of Buddhism among the five selected temples under the network
consisted of the five core activities modeled by Chonprathan Rangsarit temple, namely, (1) novice
ordaining, (2) monk ordination, (3) giving sermons, (4) model almsgiving, and (5) Dhamma teaching
through media. Details varied according to the potential of the abbot, the monks, the laymen, and the context
of a particular temple. The dissemination has yielded varying degrees of success, depending on the factors of
the activities of each temple.

2. The major challenges of the dissemination were (1) some individuals were not ideologically
committed, (2) some activities were not delivered within the guidelines set forth by Pra Prom Mangkalajarn.
(Panya Nantha Bhikkhu), a former abbot of Chonprathan Rangsarit temple, (3) some individuals focused
more on materials and less on Dhamma teaching, and (4) some monasteries found it hard to manage
facilities,, were less well kept and tranquil.

3. Based on the findings, it is recommended that the meetings be systematically recorded for
effective implementation of the plan. It is also recommended that the budgets should be adequately allocated
for personnel development, aiming to strengthen their ideology, knowledge, and understanding of the
principles laid down by Chonprathan Rangsarit temple. In addition, the venues, equipment, instructional
media should be properly provided and managed in accordance with the Dharma discipline.

Keywords : THE DISSEMINATION OF BUDDHISM, CHONPRATHAN RANGSARIT
TEMPLE’S NETWORK
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