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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to study the background and concepts of cultural heritage,
ancient monuments, and antiques as well as problems found in registration of cultural heritage in
Thailand. In this regard, many laws have been examined, including those applicable to
archaeological sites, town planning, environment, building control, hotels, etc. It is found that the main
law enforced is the Act on Ancient Monuments, Antiques, Objects of Art and National Museums, B.E.
2504 (A.D. 1961) (as amended by the Act on Ancient Monuments, Antiques, Objects of Art and National
Museums, No. 2, B.E. 2535 (A.D 1992)).

Thailand has many cultural heritage sites that meet the world heritage criteria, but there are
many law-related problems affecting their status as world cultural heritage, such as application for world
cultural heritage status, the risk of Thailand’s world heritage sites being removed from the cultural
heritage list, redundancy of power of government officials, hotel operations in the areas close to cultural
heritage sites in Thailand, violation of laws and imposition of punishments for protection of Thailand’s
cultural heritage sites, and lack of support from the public sector. Thus, a comparison between Thai laws
and the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage as well as
concerned international laws was analyzed.

It is recommended that the Act on Ancient Monuments, Antiques, Objects of Art and National
Museums, B.E. 2504 (A.D. 1961) (as amended by the Act on Ancient Monuments, Antiques, Objects of
Art and National Museums, No. 2, B.E. 2535 (A.D 1992)), in relation to world cultural heritage should be
revised and amended. Furthermore, the power of concerned officials should also be clearly determined to
avoid any redundancy by separating between the powers of officials of the Departments of Fine Arts and
local officials. Moreover, the government should provide academic and financial support for the
communities around the world cultural heritage sites to promote sustainable conservation by the local

communities and to make local people realize the importance of being the world cultural heritage.
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