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TAX COLLECTION MEASURES FOR FOREIGN TOURISTS TO
PROTECT ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION AND CULTURAL

HERITAGE: A CASE STUDY OF AYUTTHAYA HISTORICAL PARK
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ABSTRACT

Though the Kingdom of Thailand has laws granting state agencies the authority to collect
tourism taxes, studies have found that Thailand still lacks legislation granting state agencies the authority
to collect taxes from foreign tourists visiting historical sites, especially significant sites like Ayutthaya
Historical Park. Furthermore, the situation where the law specifies that the Fine Arts Department, as the
sole primary agency, is responsible for managing these historical sites is not suitable. According to the
current constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2560 (2017), it is stipulated that power is distributed
for the provision of public services to local administrative organizations. Laws at the level of royal decrees
have been enacted to empower local administrative organizations to manage, maintain, and restore art, and
culture, including the authority to collect local taxes on their own.

When compared to other countries, there have been laws implemented for the collection of
tourist taxes to generate revenue for the state, used for national development. This involves collecting taxes
from tourists who visit within the country. Foreign countries have the perspective that when tourists visit
their country, they typically engage in various activities and utilize resources within the country. Therefore,
the government must take measures to collect taxes from tourists to generate revenue for environmental
conservation within the country.

Therefore, the Kingdom of Thailand should conduct studies regarding measures for collecting
taxes from foreign tourists to protect the environment and cultural heritage within the area of Ayutthaya

Historical Park. This could involve amending or supplementing existing laws or regulations to increase tax
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collection and allocate some of the collected taxes to local administrative organizations for use in various
public services, as empowered by law to oversee environmental conservation within their respective areas.
This includes the province of Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, as well as the surrounding areas and historical

sites within the province, in addition to the conservation efforts carried out by the Fine Arts Department.

Keywords : Tourist taxes, Environmental taxes, Cultural heritage conservation, Historical sites, Ayutthaya

Historical Park
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