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Abstract

The offence of theft is one of the offences that provides several circumstances of aggravation,
which leads to heavier punishment for the offender. The provision of aggravated theft was found in the
Criminal Code section 335, section 335bis, and section 336bis. In the past, the provision of theft in
circumstance of aggravation was developed from time to time, added the protections on some kind of
property such as : property or tools of the agriculturist, Buddhist Statues or religious object. As the
committing of theft of those properties affects the feelings of the people; therefore, with the consideration of
the properties in the present time, it indicates that a “firearm” is a property that may affects the feeling of
the people likewise. As a firearm is a lethal weapon with the efficiency of destruction enough to take one’s
life, and may be used as a tool causing terror to the people. Therefore, it can be considered that a firearm is
a specified property that requires more protection than other property.

By the comparative studies on the foreign laws from the Common Law system and the Civil
Law system, both give precedence to the theft of a firearm, as it indicates that a firearm is a lethal object and
causes disturbance within the society. As a result, the committing of theft of a firearm requires specific control
and inflicts heavier punishment than the regular theft. In which those foreign laws give precedence to the theft
of a firearm to such an extent that it prohibits the offender from raising the little value of stolen property as an
excuse to lessened the punishment. Therefore, this Thesis proposes the revision of the provision of a circumstance
of aggravation within the offence of theft under Thai Criminal Code; by adding the provision of the theft of a
firearm as one of the circumstances of aggravation within the offence of theft, which results on heavier

punishment for the offender.
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