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Legal issues related to the safety standards of fruit juice products

in industrial sector
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Abstract

Fruit juice beverages or commonly known as ready-to-drink fruit juices are currently very
popular in Thailand for their nourishing and nutritional properties. In fact, the consumers just look at the
advertising message on the packaging during the buying decision process without considering the nutrition
facts label. This label shows the guideline daily amounts (GDA) of calories, sugar, fat and sodium. In
addition, the label may indicate the characteristics of the packaging such as the extent of heat resistance
during the production and whether the fruits used as raw materials have benefits as claimed or not. Those
who have studied or are the manufacturers of fruit juice beverages should know the changes in color and
composition of the beverage obtained from the processing of fresh fruits and know which parts of the fruits
can be utilized. Despite their benefit, excessive consumption of fruit juice beverages can result in adverse
effects. If the product does not meet the quality and safety standards, it may adversely affect the consumer's

body. However, simply enhancing knowledge by providing consumers the basic information may not be
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enough. Therefore, the legal measures are required for the determination of the framework for the
production of safe fruit juice beverages for the manufacturers, entrepreneurs as well as the suppliers.

This thesis aims to study the legal issues related to the safety standards of fruit juice products in
the industrial sector by studying current laws and general guidelines such as the Food Act B.E. 2522 and
the Amendment No.3 B.E. 2556 to the Factory Act B.E. 2535, the Liability for Damages Arising from
Unsafe Products Act B.E.2551, the Consumer Case Procedure Act B.E. 2551 including the Draft Liability
for Damages Arising from Unsafe Products Act No. ... (B.E....... ). This includes the specific guidelines
according to the notifications of Ministry of Public Health such as the Notification of Ministry of Public
Health No. 356 (B.E. 2556) on the Beverages in Sealed Container and No. 394 (B.E. 2561) issued by virtue
of the Food Act B.E. 2522 on Food Products Required to bear Nutrition Labelling and Guideline Daily
Amounts, GDA Labelling

However, the study showed that Thai legal measures are insufficient for the consumer
protection, especially when compared to the laws of other countries. This is because the production of fruit
juice beverages is no longer a household production and it is enhanced and elevated to the industrial scale
by using technology and chemicals in the production process. Therefore, there are many components
overlooked by the consumers. Some of those components have long-term effects on the body or an adverse
effect on those with abnormal physical conditions. These aspects are important and should not be overlooked
and must be carefully controlled in order to ensure hygiene and safety of the fruit juice products for
customers.

Legal issues related to the supervision, control and verification of the fruit juice product safety
and consumer compensation and protection according to the existing standards were studied. The results
showed that the problems with the safety standards for fruit juice products in the industrial sector are that
the legal measures in Thailand are insufficient for protecting the customer safety and the production
processes of entrepreneurs are not controlled, inspected and supervised to ensure compliance with standards.
Therefore, there should be a revision and amendment of the laws related to the supervision of production of
entrepreneurs and consumer protection in fruit juice products in the industrial sector in order to keep up
with the current economic conditions and competition

Keywords: Unsafe Products, Product Safety, Consumer Protection, fruit juice products
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